The practical worker in clinic or guidance bureau has longrecognized the existence of a factor in human adjustment which he has called interest. There has been a considerable period of The psychological examination of interests investigates personality from a certain point of view?that of the Subject's interests. In this examination the clinician is concerned with two things:
(1) with tlie genetic interest history to date of examination and (2) with a cross-section study of present interests.
The Genetic Interest History Ideally, the genetic interest history would be a part of the developmental record of the individual, from babyhood, throughout childhood and adolescence, into adulthood. Providing an interest history has been kept, the cross-section study is simply a process of bringing this record up to date. But few interest records are now kept by parents or teachers. We are just being educated to keep cumulative records of abilities. To add to this a cumulative record of interests is perhaps the next step in understanding the development of an individual.
In the usual work of a clinic today the genetic interest history is assembled at the same time as the cross-section study of present interests is made. By interview and questionnaire methods, past interests are recalled and pieced together into a genetic interest history. This record has but little of the authority of the record kept throughout the period of development, but a genetic history of interests is absolutely necessary to the understanding of interest trends, and it should always be made out in the psychological examination of interests.
The genetic history includes a record of interests in all fields.
These may be summarized for practical purposes, under the headings of vocational, educational, and social. It should reach back into earliest memories and extend to the time of the present study. If made out in retrospect, by interview or questionnaire method, the genetic history perhaps can best be handled by centering the attention of the individual upon definite developmental periods, for example: (1) earliest recollections, (2) entering school, (3) last years of elementary school, (4) last years of high school, (5) entering college, (G) graduation from college, (7) time of going to work, (8) years after becoming a worker. These recollections might well involve all fields of interests, although the early ones would be purely social and activity interests. It was such stimulation as this that enabled the recall of the detailed interest autobiographies mentioned above.
Cross-Section of Present Interests A cross-section study of 
